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SAFETY AT SPORTS GROUNDS 

ADVISORY GROUP
ANNUAL MATCH VISIT 

ALTRINCHAM FOOTBALL CLUB

This year’s match visit took place on the 27th January 2009 at the Conference National League fixture Altrincham FC v York City FC.

Councillor Gary Brockbanks, Councillor Paula Pearson, Paul Harvey, Director of Environment, Iain Veitch, Head of Public Protection, and Alan Finney, Senior Enforcement and Sports Grounds Officer, were met by Derek Wilshaw, Club Secretary, and Darren Gregory, the Stadium Safety Officer.  
The party was invited to undertake a walking tour of the Stadium, both internally and externally. 
During the tour the party were able to observe the now completed residential development adjacent to the stadium which was previously the car park. The construction work has had a beneficial effect by reducing the degree of vandalism and fly tipping the Club had suffered previously. Unfortunately, there remains some evidence of fly tipping at the rear of the Stadium in what is now the Club’s car park.
The car park now has the benefit of match night security lighting.
Inside the Stadium the party was able to observe the completed new toilets and catering facility which are now operating and providing a good service to the spectators. The party were pleased to see that the Stadium was being maintained to a good standard and that all non-public areas were secured from unwanted access. 
Issues that were raised during the walkabout were:

· Securing of electrical cables.
· Securing of external sheeting to the Golf Road Stand.
· Stewarding.

· Pitch watering facility.
· Stadium Security.

	Financial Implications:

	N/A

	Legal Implications:
	N/A

	Human Resources Implications:
	N/A

	Asset Management Implications:
	N/A

	E-Government Implications:
	N/A

	Risk Management Implications:
	N/A


